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He could scarcely help being surprised at my long
absence; and the Paris doctor who examined him the
other day asserted that if I stayed away another week,
it was to be feared that his wish to embrace me might
become such a fixed idea as to bring on a fever, which
might prove fatal. Now that he has seen me, he will
be at ease about me for another two or three weeks.
I complain of nothing, really of nothing, for I have a
free conscience; and if this visit might be renewed,
I should be very happy on my poor father's account.'
" During the morning, another son of M. Ferdinand
de Lesseps arrived by train, and at the same time came
the postman, with one hundred and two letters and
nine telegrams. These were from all parts of Europe,
and Madame de Lesseps expressed the consolation
which she felt in the continued testimonies of affection
and esteem which are now pouring in. M. Ferdinand
de Lesseps took his accustomed place at the luncheon
table. One of the inspectors sat also at this table, the
other in another room with the children. M. Ferdi-
nand de Lesseps ate a good luncheon, frequently falling
half asleep^ however, and resting his chin on the cane
which he always carries now. From time to time he
looked without saying a word at his two sons, Charles
and Victor. Once he smiled at the former, and opened
his lips as if about to speak, but finally said nothing.
Towards the end of the luncheon he fell asleep. After
the luncheon the old man was conducted to the adjoin-
ing room. He sat down with an old copy of the Revue
des Deux Mondes, always the same, and tried to read,
but dropped continually to sleep. And so it is every
day.